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Professional Positions 

 7/12 - present Adjunct Professor, Korea University International Summer Campus 

 7/19 - present Professor Emeritus of Chemistry, University of California, Davis 

 4/99 - 6/19 Vice Chair of Chemistry, University of California, Davis 

 7/88 - 6/19 Professor of Chemistry, University of California, Davis 

 7/82 - 6/88 Associate Professor of Chemistry, University of California, Davis 

 7/76 - 6/82 Assistant Professor of Chemistry, University of California, Davis 

 

Previous Positions 

 1/74 - 7/76 National Institutes of Health Postdoctoral Fellow, California Institute of Technology, 

Pasadena, CA. Advisor: Robert G. Bergman 

 9/69 - 12/73 National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health Predoctoral Fellow, 

Columbia U, NY; PhD in Chemistry 12/73. Advisor: Nicholas J. Turro (deceased) 

 5/69 - 9/69 Technician, Physical Sciences Department, Schering Pharmaceutical Co., 

Bloomfield, NJ. Supervisor: Milt Yudis 

 9/65 - 5/69 University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA; BA with honors in Chemistry, summa 

cum laude 5/69. Advisor: Allan R. Day (deceased) 

 

Research Interests 

 Mechanistic and synthetic organic and organometallic chemistry; applications of organometallic 

chemistry and polymer chemistry to organic synthesis. 

 

Awards 

 ASUCD Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award:  Overall Campus Award, 2011 

 ASUCD Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award:  Math & Physical Sciences, 2011 

 Phi Beta Kappa Northern California Association Excellence in Teaching Award, 2006 

 Nominated for ASUCD Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award, 2003, 2004, 2005 

 Professor of the Year Award, Chi Omega Sorority, UC Davis, 2003 

 University of California at Davis Academic Senate Distinguished Teaching Award, 1989 

 Camille and Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award, 1981-85 

 Magnar Ronning Award for Teaching Excellence, 1979 

 Sigma Xi, 1974 

 NIH postdoctoral fellowships, 1974-76 

 Louis P. Hammett Award for Graduate Study in Chemistry, Columbia University 1973 

 NIH predoctoral fellowships, 1970-73 

 NSF predoctoral fellowship, 1969-70 

 American Society for Testing and Materials Award, University of Pennsylvania, 1969 

 American Chemical Society Award, University of Pennsylvania, 1969 

 NSF undergraduate research fellowship, 1968-69 

 Phi Lambda Upsilon, 1968 

 Phi Beta Kappa, 1968 

 

 



Organizations 

 American Chemical Society Divisions of Inorganic & Organic Chemistry, Professional Relations 

 Alpha Chi Sigma 

 International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 

 New York Academy of Sciences; Sigma Xi 

 

Notable accomplishments in teaching and professional service 

 Complete redesign over 20 years of undergraduate organic chemistry curriculum, including revision 

of Chem 8 series, design and implementation of Chem 118 series, and later revision of Chem 118 

series to replace 118A wet lab with workshop/discussion  

 Design of the B.S. in Chemistry-Environmental Emphasis major program (now B.S. in Applied 

Chemistry-Environmental Emphasis)  

 Design of the B.S. in Chemistry-Pharmaceutical Emphasis major program (now B.S. in 

Pharmaceutical Chemistry)  

 Design of the Integrated B.S./M.S. Program in Pharmaceutical Chemistry and the stand-alone M.S. 

program in Pharmaceutical Chemistry  

 Facilitator for the undergraduate student exchange program with the Tokyo University of Science  

 Facilitator for the Quarter Abroad program with Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan  

 President, UC Davis chapter of Phi Beta Kappa  

 Design of the undergraduate organic chemistry laboratories in the UC Davis Earth and Physical 

Sciences Building  

 Chair, departmental Undergraduate Affairs committee; master undergraduate advisor in the 

department, 1985-2015 

 Chair, departmental Curriculum Committee; responsible for coordination of all course offerings at 

all levels, responsible for all faculty teaching assignments, responsible for lecturers and graduate 

student TA assignments and associated budgeting  

 Co-author of Organic Chemistry: Structure and Function textbook, with Peter Vollhardt of UC 

Berkeley, and sole author of Organic Chemistry: Structure and Function--Study Guide and Solutions 

Manual, both now in their 8th editions, published by W. H. Freeman and Company; these two books 

are published in the following languages: English (U.S.), English (International/U.K.), Chinese 

(Mandarin), Euskara (Basque), French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, 

Serbo-Croatian, Turkish and Greek (so far). A pirated Farsi edition is in wide use in Iran.  

 Organizer of both the original annual R. Bryan Miller Lectureship in Organic Chemistry, beginning 

in 2000, and the R. Bryan Miller Symposium that succeeded it in 2006. Responsible for inviting the 

following keynote speakers: Gilbert Stork (Columbia University, 2000), Steve Weinreb (Penn State, 

2001), Clayton Heathcock (UC Berkeley, 2002), Madeleine Joullié (Penn, 2005), Robert Grubbs 

(CalTech, 2006, Nobel Laureate, 2005), Ron Breslow (Columbia, 2007), and Peter Dervan (CalTech, 

2008). This event now spans two days and includes talks on all areas of chemistry related to 

pharmaceutical development. Each year the participants include a UC Davis alumnus/a, several 

academic speakers (including the keynote speaker), and several from industry. The event includes a 

student poster session (both graduate students and undergraduates). The audience includes hundreds 

of UC Davis undergraduates, graduate students and faculty, and academic and industrial chemists 

from all over northern California. 

 Initial organizer of the annual Richard C. Larock Undergraduate Research Symposium, UC Davis, 

2005, which has dozens of student participants giving ACS-style “short” talks on their research work. 

This is a full-day (Saturday) event every Spring. 

 Panelist and panel chair, National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program 

 National judge, Siemens National High School Science Competition 
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