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The aim of this course is to enhance further the English written and spoken abilities of
engineering students. Students will be tasked to recognize and employ language and
communication conventions used by engineers in both academic and professional settings.

CONTENT

In the written component of the course, students will start by re-enforcing English technical
writing skills including paragraphs, paraphrasing and citations in order to integrate proper writing
structure for more complex writing. In this course, students will learn how to write professional
formal e-mails, as well as how to summarize the work of other writers. They will also learn to
search academic databases, evaluate sources before incorporating and citing them appropriately
in their writing. In the final part of the written component students will learn how to write a
professional technical report.
Students will then learn how to be effective engineering communicators and presenters. They will
learn oral workplace communication skills such as participating in meetings, interacting with
clients and projecting a professional image of themselves. They will then work on persuasive
proposals and finish the course with a technical presentation based on their written technical
report.
This content has been developed to benefit students whether they plan to enter the workforce
directly, or prefer to continue education into a post-graduate level.

The objectives of this course are to improve the writing and presentation skills of students with
particular reference to their ability to master important elements of engineering communication
and academic literacy skills.
LEARNING
OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, the students should be able to:
i.
Produce short academic writing relevant to the field of engineering.
ii.
Write an audience-specific short technical report.
iii.
Give both persuasive and technical presentations based on topics related to their specific
field of engineering.
Note: A workbook will be required

Week 1 Technical descriptions, explanations, research methodology & referencing
Week 2 Paraphrasing & e-mail writing
Week 3 Technical report writing I (Introduction, Materials & Method)
COURSE
SCHEDULE

Week 4 Technical report writing II (Results, Discussion, Conclusion & Abstract)
Week 5 Persuasive presentations & Intercultural workplace communication
Week 6 Technical presentations & Course review

STUDENT ASSESSMENT
The use of 100% continuous assessment is regarded as the most appropriate form of assessment for the purposes of this
course considering the objectives of this course the need to achieve the intended learning objectives.
Assessment type
Grade Weighting
Attendance
5%
Participation
This involves the tutor and peer evaluation. Students will
10%
be assessed based on their participation in class
discussions and activities by the tutor.
Assignments
Students will be asked to do a range of miscellaneous
15%
assignments throughout the course so as to scaffold them
into the larger projects.
Technical Report
30%
This report is designed to allow students to demonstrate
their mastery of writing skills learned in the course.
Persuasive Presentation
Students will show that they are able to deliver a
15%
persuasive presentation in the way of simulating the early
stages of joint venture proposals and contract
negotiations.
Technical Presentation
Students will show that they are able to deliver technical
25%
presentations that could be used during in-house, on-site
or contract negotiation meetings.
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