Korea University International Summer Campus (KU ISC) 2018
Embark on a unique summer

June 26, 2018 ∼ August 2, 2018

ISC397 – Business and Management in Contemporary Korea
Ⅰ. Instructor
Professor
E-mail
Home Institution
Office
Office Hours

:
:
:
:
:

Dr Judith Cherry
drjudithcherry@gmail.com
University of Sheffield
TBC
Mon-Thu 12:30-13:15 and meetings by request

:

There is no core textbook for this course, as we cover such a wide variety
of topics. However, the following books (both available from Amazon) will
provide you with very useful background knowledge about Korea and
some insights into its economic development. Chapters from these books
are included in the course reading list and I strongly encourage you to buy
and read them:

Ⅱ. Textbook
Required Textbook

Buzo, Adrian. The Making of Modern Korea. Abingdon: Routledge,
ISBN-13: 978-0415237499
Cumings, Bruce. Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History. New York,
London: Norton.
ISBN-13: 978-0393327021
Recommended
Additional
Readings

:

A course reader will be available at the beginning of the course; you
should purchase the reader from COPYMART as soon as possible, to
ensure that you keep up with the readings.

Ⅲ. Course Description and Objectives
The objectives of this course are to introduce you to, and help you to analyse the economic history
of South Korea and key issues in contemporary South Korean business and management.
By the end of this course you will have developed:
1. A detailed understanding of the development of the South Korean economy.
2. A good understanding of key issues relating to the contemporary business and
management environment in South Korea, including: the role of the chaebol (Korean

business groups) and their relations with the government; labour; human resource
management; inward foreign direct investment the expatriate experience.
3. An appreciation of the importance of South Korea’s external economic relations and its
economic status within the global community.
4. An ability to formulate, discuss and present your ideas and opinions in a group setting.

Ⅳ. Grading
Attendance
Presentation
Final Exam

:
:
:

20%
30%
50%

Ⅴ. Class Outline
Date
June 26 (Tue)
June 27 (Wed)
June 28 (Thu)
June 29 (Fri)

Topic

Orientation Day
Introduction
Lecture: Historical and Political Context
Lecture: Historical and Political Context
Discussion: 12 Events That Transformed the Korean
July 2 (Mon)
Economy
July 3 (Tue)
Lecture: Korea’s Economic Development
July 4 (Wed)
Film Screening
Lecture and Discussion: The Developmental State in
July 5 (Thu)
Korea
July 9 (Mon)
Lecture and Discussion: The Chaebol
Lecture and Discussion: The Financial Sector and
July 10 (Tue)
Globalization
July 11 (Wed)
Discussion: The A to Z of the 1997 Financial Crisis
July 12 (Thu)
Lecture: The Response to the 1997 Crisis
Lecture: Economic Update 1998-2017
July 16 (Mon)
[Skills Session: Presentation Skills]
Lecture and Discussion: Korea and Inward Investment
July 17 (Tue)
Lecture and Discussion: Labour in Korea
July 18 (Wed)
Lecture and Discussion: Management in Korea
Roundtable: Investing and Doing Business in Korea
July 19 (Thu)
Sean Blakeley (British Chamber of Commerce)
Garry Marshall [ZF Group]
Presentations – Followed by Lecture and Discussion
on ONE topic per day (Time Permitting):
July 23 (Mon) –
Samsung-Tesco Case Study/The Expatriate
July 26 (Thu)
Experience in Korea/Korean Business Culture/
Presidential Economic Legacies
Lecture and Discussion: Economic Development of
July 30 (Mon)
North Korea
July 31 (Tue)
Final Examination
Aug 1 (Wed)
Student Conferences

Chapter

Remarks

Seminar: The Future of the South Korean Economy
GRADUATION
* The Course Reader will contain readings for each session.
Aug 2 (Thu)

Ⅵ. Additional Information
Class Participation:
You are expected to take an active part in class discussions; this involves preparing for each session
by doing the required readings, thinking about the questions listed for each topic, and discussing
your views with the other members of the class. You will be assigned to discussion groups on a
random basis. Regular attendance is expected, and significant absences will adversely affect your
participation mark and your ability to perform well in the final examination.
Presentations:
A number of the sessions in the latter half of the course will begin with group presentations. In each
session, one of the discussion groups will make a presentation/presentations on a topic/topics of
their own choosing. Presentations can be made by groups or individuals. For the presentations, you
can choose any topic related to business and management in contemporary Korea which you find
interesting, or you can ask me for suggestions. Each group member is expected to contribute
equally to the presentation; please let me know immediately if there are any problems with this. In
the past we have had some very interesting and informative presentations on: Korea’s Aging
Population; The Economic Impact of Korean Reunification; Korea-Mexico Relations; The
Gentrification of Seoul, and Korea and Globalization.
Final Examination [Tuesday 31 July]:
In the 90-minute final examination, you will answer two essay questions from a list of five; these
will test your knowledge of key issues relating to business and management in contemporary Korea.

